Introduction
Much may be learnt about the status of communication susceptible to provoke personal and social change by considering any of the variants of the following thought experiment. This involves the despatch and reception of a « perfect message », carefully reflecting on possible attitudes to it. and the action to be taken. Much may also be learnt by attempting to develop or redesign the experiment itself, possibly by adding other features to it.
(*) Presented et a meeting on Forms of Presentation (Geneva, 1980) of the Goals Processes and Indicators of Development project of the United Nations University.
Despatch problem
Consider any of the following variants :
A. Bangladeshi girl (1)
In Bangladesh a girl was born. Because of a low-probability genetic accident she has all the attributes of a supergenius. She is now 19 years old (in 1983) . She is totally impoverished and bound to a dominating husband, but has had access, since an early age, in a little rundown school, to a very extensive library funded by the legacy of an eccentric. She is especially talented in the psycho-social sciences and has made (as history acknowledged 50 years later) a number of interrelated breakthroughs of fundamental significance to world society, faced with the crises she has so deeply studied. 
C. Ancient Council of Sages (3)
In the year 1500 B.C. in China a strange historical coincidence brought together a group of 12 extremely wise men and women. They were remarkable for their insight into human nature and society and for the manner in which they could evolve in relation to one another. They could clearly foresee long-term patterns and were particularly concerned at the crisis period which was likely to emerge under the conditions of the early 1980's. 
Nasty thought
In the Despatch Problem listed above, consider the possibility that in each case the intention was « malevolent » rather than « benevolent », as has been assumed. Then consider the remaining points again in this new light. How could you distinguish between « perfect » messages of the two types ? Is your difficulty part of the fundamental problem ?
Afterthoughts
-if you do not know how you are part of the problem, you cannot understand the nature of the solution required. -If you do not know how you are part of the solution, you cannot understand the nature of the problem faced.
